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A Steady Hand in the Storm: The Beirut Chaplain Who Never
Faltered

George Pucciarelli
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On October 23, 1983, a truck bomb destroyed the Marine barracks in Beirut, Lebanon,
killing 241 U.S. service members—Marines, Sailors, and Soldiers—who were serving as
peacekeepers in a land torn by conflict. The tragedy was, at the time, the deadliest

single-day loss for the Marine Corps since lwo Jima.



At the Beirut Memorial in Lejeune Memorial Gardens, the words inscribed, along with the
names of those whom we lost, are: “They came in peace.” Each October, families, friends,

and fellow service members gather here to remember those who never came home.

In those harrowing moments after the bombing, Navy Chaplain George Pucciarelli, known
affectionately as “Father Pooch,” became a steady hand in the storm. Amid smoke, rubble, and

heartbreak, he moved among the wounded and the dying—blessing, comforting, and praying.

He was there for the Marines and Sailors who needed reassurance, and for the families who would
later seek solace in the wake of unimaginable loss. His presence exemplified the power of faith,

compassion, and service under pressure.

Chaplain Pucciarelli’'s legacy endures not only in the memories of those he ministered to that day but
in the continuing bond between Marines, Sailors, and their families who gather every October to

remember, reflect, and renew their commitment to one another.
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