
 

Staff Sergeant Jonathan Wayne Richardson 
 

This month, Carolina Museum of the Marine honors Staff Sergeant Jonathan Wayne 
Richardson, a North Carolina native whose courage, leadership, and selfless devotion 
to duty represent the finest traditions of the United States Marine Corps. 

 

 

Born in Buncombe County, NC, SSgt Richardson enlisted in the Marine Corps in 2003 
and quickly stood out for his discipline and dedication. He deployed multiple times in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom, serving as a 
combat engineer and explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) technician. His work placed 
him at the heart of some of the most dangerous missions—clearing roads and securing 
areas riddled with improvised explosive devices, often under fire. 



Tragically, SSgt Richardson was killed in action on June 3, 2010, in Helmand Province, 
Afghanistan, while conducting combat operations. He was just 24 years old. In the 
words of those who served alongside him, he was the kind of Marine who inspired 
others to be better—not by commanding the spotlight, but by leading through quiet 
strength, unwavering resolve, and complete loyalty to his fellow Marines. 

A graduate of Enka High School near Asheville, Jonathan was known at home for his 
sense of humor, his fierce loyalty to family, and his lifelong desire to serve. He is 
remembered by his parents, siblings, fellow Marines, and a grateful nation. 

As we move steadily toward the grand opening of Carolina Museum of the Marine in 
Spring 2026, we remain committed to telling stories like SSgt Richardson’s—stories of 
Carolina Marines and Sailors who have served with distinction, courage, and honor. 
Their legacy is our mission. 
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